
Where is Colorado after 2019 Legislative Session? 
A look at progress toward equitable and more adequate school funding. 
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Funding Full-day Kindergarten: 

Prior, Current, and Needed 
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Funding for Students in Poverty: 

Current versus Needed 
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Funding for Preschool: 

Current versus Needed 

563,810,436 

■Difference 

Needed 

■Current 

Funded 

Students 

Funding Special Education: 

Current versus Needed 

$330,839,254 

$195,383,360 

■Difference 

Needed 

■Additional 

Tier B$ 

■Current 

Funding 

with BS 

Factor 

Funding for Gifted and Talented: 

Current versus Needed 

$62,368,458 

Notes: 

- Enrollment data from COE 2019-20 

■Difference 

Needed 

■Current 
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- National comparisons from the US Census Bureau 

- Poverty are students eligible for free and 

reduced-price lunch program 

- Colorado revenue is reflective of local property 

tax, specific ownership tax, and state sales tax and 

state income tax. Revenue calculations exclude 

individual district grants and federal dollars 

- Budget Stabilization Factor/Negative Factor - a 

mechanism created by the general assembly to 

remove dollars beginning in the great recession 

from K-12. The current dollars owed is $572 

million. The cumulative lost year to date is $8.1 

billion 

- HBlS-1232 - school finance legislation that was 

introduced that had the support of over 170 of the 

school districts in the state- reflecting the 

principles of adequacy, equity, sustainability and 
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