
Colorado School Finance Project 
1200 Grant Street – Denver, CO  80203 

303-860-9136 – Fax 303-832-1086 – www.cosfp.org 

Data Sources: Augenblick, Palaich & Associates, Profile of Changes in Colorado School Funding, 2009. Summer 2009 

CDE: ELPA 10 Year State Summary, 2009   

 

Characteristics of Colorado’s K-12 Population 

1992-93 thru 2007-08 
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• The number of students enrolled in Colorado’s public schools has increased by over 30% 

(162,545 students) from 1992-93 to 2007-08.  While total student enrollment in the state 

continues to increase, over 100 of 178 districts are declining in enrollment. 
 

Enrollment of Students Receiving Special Services (1992-93 thru 2007-08)
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• At-Risk students (free lunch): 29% of the total FTE enrollment, 224,137 students. 

• Special Ed students: 11% of the total FTE enrollment, 82,607 students. 

• ELPA students (students counted, districts funded by the state for 2 years): 10% of the 

total FTE enrollment (up from 6% in 04-05).  Students served in 134 districts.   Over 180 

different languages spoken. 
 

As the overall population of students grows, so does the number of students requiring special 

services. 

 


