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Colorado’s
Districts and Students

Just the Stats
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COLORADO SCHOOL FINANCE PROJECT

Support Children - Support The Future
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Support Children - Support The Future
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Legislative/Forecast Update

COLORADO SCHOOL FINANCE PROJECT

Support Children - Support The Future
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Great Schools
Thriving Communities
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ENGAGED & WELL-SUPPORTED PATHWAY CORNERSTONE
CHALLENGED TEACHERS TO OPPORTUNITY FOR DEMOCRACY

STUDENTS

HEALTHY & SAFE PREPARED VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES WORKFORCE COLORADO ECONOMY

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES

#GSTC2018

BACKGROUND

Diverse and inclusive coalition  of
organizations focused on the Colorado
school funding crisis began meeting in
July 2016

Organizations included the traditional
education community as well as equity
and civil rights organizations who hold a
deep belief in supporting public

education

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
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|

#GSTC2018
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BACKGROUND

Common ground belief Raising
. f
statements guided the work riimestiond

over the 18+ months that led
to the development of Great

CORE
VALUES

Schools, Thriving Ensuring local
.. C benefit and
Communities ballot initiative S
revenue

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING
COMMUNITIES
e | [ |
|

#GSTC2018

BACKGROUND

Preparing for Victory in 2018

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
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A

#GSTC2018
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BACKGROUND

* Messaging — framing the message
* Learn together
* Build trust / feedback loops

* |nitiative selected
* Negotiation with other groups
* Prepare to mobilize

e Petitions available
e Campaign formed
* Mobilize constituencies/feedback loops

* Inform and engage the public
Al * 178 local campaigns for statewide measure

GREAT T ¢ GOTV
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
2 ——
[

#GSTC2018

BACKGROUND

Two main policy strategies
l

Total of 22 initiatives filed through Review and Comment as of 1.9.18

l
19 initiatives granted Title from Title Board
9 initiatives are free (without challenges) granted titles on 1.3 and 1.17

l

10 initiatives, #s 98-107 received a Motion for Rehearing (challenges)

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
[ | | |

|
#GSTC2018
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BACKGROUND

money for public schools

2018 Ballot
Initiative
Overview

Creates a fund for education

= e

— — +

= Py distributes more revenue more
A A& A fairly

Creates a fund for

Galligher sdisation
investment
f +
;ﬁ\yﬁ\’ﬁ\ i stabilizes local
:ﬂ: funding
+
GREAT distributes more
revenue more
SCHOOLS fairly

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
[ | | |

[
#GSTC2018

BACKGROUND

Initiative #93 or Great Schools, Thriving Communities  was
selected by the coalition as the best initiative for the 2018 election.
It's good policy .
It raises $1.6 billion for our schools.
It promotes taxpayer equity .
It can win over Colorado voters

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
[ | | |
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#GSTC2018
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Education funding
has not recovered
from the recession:

In the 2017-18 school
year alone, Colorado
schools were
underfunded by
nearly $830 million.

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
2 ——
|

#GSTC2018

THE REALITY IS . ..

Source: Colorado Legislative Council Staff

Colorado is
experiencing a
teacher shortage
crisis — 95% of
teachers in rural
districts don’t
make enough
salary to meet the
cost of living.

GREAT
SCHOOLS

THRIVING

COMMUNITIES
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|

#GSTC2018
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THE REALITY IS . ..

Sources: SchoolFundingFairness.org




THE REALITY IS ... COLORADO’S TAX CODE IS
UPSIDE DOWN

The lower your
income, the higher
percentage in taxes
you pay. It lacks tax

parity.

Source: Institution on Taxation and Economic Policy

OUR BALLOT MEASURE: INITIATIVE #93
ADDRESSES REAL COLORADO CHALLENGES
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INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX INCREASE

Source: Legislative Council Staff

ADDRESSES COLORADO'S UPSIDE DOWN TAX CODE

Source: Institution on Taxation and Economic Polic y
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CORPORATE INCOME TAX...SOME CONTEXT

& &%'/ 0 $ 1 2
& +#1 !

« Currently, Colorado ranks
3 wwest of the 44 states.
If this initiative passes, Colorado would
rank 9" lowest out of 44,

Source: Tax Foundation: https://taxfoundation.org/s tate-corporate-income-tax-rates-brackets-2018/

CORPORATE TAX INCREASE ALSO FUNDS THE
QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION FUND

CORPORATE TAX
DOES NOT
0O 32 APPLY TO SMALL
%0 BUSINESSES
@ 8 o A e
EQ. A NO . $

SOLE
PROPRIETORS,
. LLCs

Source: Legislative Council Staff
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COLORADO CORPORATIONS GET A TAX BREAK,
EVEN WITH OUR INITIATIVE PASSING

Source: Colorado Fiscal Institute

RAISES $1.6B TO ADDRESS LOCAL NEEDS AND
ENSURES DECISIONS ARE MADE AT LOCAL LEVEL

Increases base funding for all students

Provides funding for full-day kindergarten and increases revenue
going to early childhood education  funding

Expands the definition of “at-risk” students to count free and
reduced lunch kids

Significantly increases the amount of funds passing from the state to
local districts for: Special Education , English Language Learners
and Gifted & Talented students
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CREATES SUSTAINABLE SUPPORT FOR SCHOOLS AND
RELIEF TO STATE BUDGET

Every time the
Residential
Assessment Rate
drops, the state must
backfill the loss in
local revenue for
schools.

IN SUMMARY

Initiative #93 or Great Schools, Thriving Communities  was
selected by the coalition as the best initiative for the 2018 election.
It's good policy .
It raises $1.6 billion for our schools.
It promotes taxpayer equity .
It can win over Colorado voters
We have until July 10 to collect the required signatures (98,492) to
make it onto the ballot.
With your help, we can do this!
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SUPPORT GSTC TODAY BY...

Endorse the campaign
Sign and carry a petition
Donate

Join our campaign at
GreatSchoolsThrivingCommunities.com

GreatSchoolsThrivingCommunities.com
twitter.com/GSTC2018

facebook.com/GSTC2018
instagram @ GSTC2018
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ENDORSEMENTS
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